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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication received on 4/04/8(an IDS), and a 
pre. Amendment received on 1/3 1/2005; which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-2, and 17-30 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

3. This application claims priority on a patent from DE dated on 7/3 1/2002 and a PCT 
dated on 07/16/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Re. Claim 30: Claim 30 recites a limitation: " torque generator for applying a steering 
torque to the steering wheel"; the examiner is unclear about this "broad" limitation because it 
does not show any distinguished feature from a widely-known "applied torque to a vehicle 
steering wheel"; the scope of the claims cannot be ascertained. 

Further, claim 30 's language is directed to a motor vehicle that NOT showing all 
limitations. 

Note : Claim 30 is rejected on 1 12, 1 st para, since it does not have support to this claim. A closest 
pertinent paragraph that talking about " document as means of achieving the object" - not in this 
disclosure. 

"[0005] The occurrence of this technical problem is described, for example, in DE 35 41 732 Al 
and DE 37 30 936 Al, the latter application applying in particular to rail vehicles and not to road 
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vehicles, mechanical devices for force compensation being presented in said document as means 
of achieving the object " - not disclosing physical components to form that claimed vehicle . 
According to MPEP, 

I. The definition of the matter for which protection is sought shall be in terms of the technical 
features of the inventions. 

II. Whenever appropriate, claims shall contain: 

1 . A statement indicating those technical features of the invention which are 
necessary for the definition of the claimed subject matter but which, in combination, are part of 
the prior art, 

2. A characterizing portion - preceded by the words "characterized in that," 
"characterized by," "wherein the improvement comprises," or any other words to the same effect 
- stating concisely the technical features which, in combination with the features stated under 
(1), it is desired to protect. 

5. Please note that at least these claims are directed to different scopes: claims 1-2, 17-29; 
and claims 30. 

6. The examiner also respectfully submits that there is a restriction on patentably distinct 
species, as shown below: 

Election/Restrictions 

7. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-2, and 17-29 are directed to a method of detecting an interfering torque applied 
on a vehicle steering wheel, classified in US class 701 subclass 41. 
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II. Claim 30 is directed to a motor vehicle having a steering wheel , and a torque generator, 
classified in US class 180/204. 

The above groups of inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following 
reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as works would be done for a vehicle's steering wheel; 
however, Group I (with claims 1-2, and 17-29), at least, has a separate utility such as steps to 
assist a driver compared to a physical motor vehicle having a torque generator for a steering 
wheel - that shows a different utility. 

8. Applicants arc advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of 
the Group that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicants will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicants must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 
809.02(a). 

Should applicants traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicants should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species 
to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. 

Applicants are reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, 
the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
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application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272-6759 
(email address: cuong.nguyen@uspto.gov). The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 
4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax number for 
the organization where this application is assigned is 571-273-6759. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or new claim in 
an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim language that is introduced in 
an amended or new claim may be considered as new matter, especially if the Application is a 
Jumbo Application. 



/CUONG H. NGUYEN/ 



Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 
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